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Application for Water Ski Tournament Sanction 
 
USA Water Ski  
Competition Services Department 1251 Holy Cow Road  Polk City, Florida 33868 
(863) 324-4341  (800) 533-2972  Fax (863) 325-8259 

 E-mail: competition@usawaterski.org  
 
 

Instructions 
 
I. General:  All USAWS/AWSA-sanctioned tournaments must have a currently affiliated USAWS water ski club as their 

official organizer or co-organizer. If your club affiliation has expired, return the club membership form and required fee 
with your sanction application to USAWS Headquarters. All club affiliations expire December 31. 

 
II. Deadlines and Fees: 
 
 A. Standard Applications and Fees:  The Sanction Application, Tournament Organizer's Safety Checklist (Items 2 and 4) 

and sanction fee must be received at USAWS Headquarters prior to the deadlines listed below to avoid a late fee. The 
club must also be a current USAWS affiliated club by the time a sanction application is received. Clubs not meeting 
deadlines with ALL required forms must pay the appropriate late fees indicated below.  Please note that the deadlines 
indicate number of days prior to opening date of tournament. 

 
Tournament Class Sanction Fee Deadline Late Fee 

    
Cash Prize (Record & Non-Record) $300 7 days $200 
Record Capability (Classes E,L,R) $175 7 days $200 
Class C $125 7 days $200 
Note:  Refer to class descriptions on the next page. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  USAWS assumes no responsibility for delays in the U.S. mail. It is strongly suggested that you 
mail your application via "Registered Mail - Return Receipt Requested". No telephone applications will be accepted. 

 
B. Tournament Kit:  The tournament kit is online at www.usatwaterski.org. 

 
C. Revisions/Cancellations:  In the event of tournament cancellation or changes in date, events, class, etc., you must 

notify your Regional Executive Vice President (EVP) and USAWS's Competition Department immediately. USAWS 
must receive approval of changes from the Regional EVP. In the case of tournament cancellation, all but $25.00 of the 
sanction fee will be refunded. No late fees will be refunded. 

 
D. IWSF Pan American Region (Region I) Sanction (Record Capability Only):  World Record (Class R) and World 

Standings List (Class L) record capability tournaments must submit the appropriate $25.00 (U.S.) Pan Am fee to USA 
Water Ski. 

 
E. Rules Exceptions:  Requests for rules exceptions must be submitted on Item 5 and received by USAWS or the 

Chairman of the Rules Committee no later than six (6) weeks prior to the opening date of the tournament or as 
specified in Rule 1.11. 

 
III. Requirements:  The approval of the Regional EVP is required on all tournaments. Tournaments will not be considered 

sanctioned until the Regional EVP's approval is received by USAWS Headquarters. 
 

Only fully insured "Active" members may participate in USAWS/AWSA-sanctioned Class C, E, L or R tournaments. 
 
Guest Memberships may only be honored and purchased at the following USAWS/AWSA-sanctioned events for $7 for 
each event.  
 

• Basic Skills Clinics 
• Ski Show Exhibitions 
• Club Practices 

Item
 1
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Refer to the AWSA Official Tournament Rules for specific tournament requirements. USAWS/AWSA-sanctioned 
tournaments may be classified as follows: 

 
Class C: 

 
A. Organizer must have organized a water ski tournament, sanctioned or unsanctioned, held during or since the prior two 

calendar years. In addition, the Chief Judge of that tournament must certify that it was run basically according to 
AWSA Rules, and that in his opinion, the sponsor could produce a satisfactory tournament. 

 
B. Required officials include an AWSA-rated Regular or Senior Judge as Chief Judge; two (2) appointed AWSA-rated 

Regular or Senior Judges; an AWSA-rated Regular or Senior Scorer as Chief Scorer; an AWSA-rated Regular or 
Senior Driver as Chief Driver and a USAWS-rated State, Regional or National Safety Director. These officials must 
be listed on the sanction application before the sanction can be approved. Refer to Rule 6 for further details on 
required officials. 

 
C. Officials receive full credit for rating upgrading and maintenance. Skiers' rankings up through and including Level 8 

may be earned and signed off. 
 
Record Capability:  Refer to AWSA Rule 15 for further details on technical and personnel requirements. Different 
divisions in the same tournament may be run under different sets of record rules. For example, Open may be run under 
World Record, Men and Women 1 and 2 under World Standings List and the remaining divisions under National Entry. 
 
A. Class E (National Entry):  National records may be set and a National Championships single Level 8 may be obtained. 
 
B. Class L (World Standings List):  In addition to the above, performances qualify for the IWSF World Standings List. 

 
C. Class R (World Record):  In addition to the above, performances are eligible for World Record consideration. 

 
Cash Prize:  Refer to the AWSA Rule 16. 

 
Towboats:  Only towboat models that have been certified as approved by USAWS may be used to pull USAWS-
sanctioned events. The approved towboats are listed on Item 7. Contact USAWS Headquarters' Competition Department 
for more details regarding the towboat program. 

 
IV. Procedures: 
 

A. The current edition of the AWSA Official Tournament Rules is helpful when completing sanction applications. 
Rulebooks are available online at www.usawaterski.org/pages/divisions/3event/main.htm. 

 
B. Type or print clearly all information requested and provide signatures where indicated. Mail Items 2 and 4 to USAWS 

Headquarters' Competition Department with appropriate national sanction fee and the club membership form and fee 
(if applicable). Make check or money order payable to USA Water Ski. Mail a copy of Item 2 to your Regional EVP 
(names and addresses are listed below) with a check or money order payable to your Region for any Regional fees 
required. 

 
C. Once the abovementioned items and the Regional EVP's written approval have been received by USAWS, you will 

receive an approval letter and sanction number. 
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Directory of Regional Executive Vice Presidents 
  

EASTERN REGION:  States of CT, DE, DC, ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT, VA, WV. 
 
  Pat Byrne       (860) 844-0219 home 
  15 Crystal Drive     (860) 205-4182 cell 
  East Granby, CT 06026-8705  pjbyrn@aol.com 
 
MIDWEST REGION:  States of IL, IN, IA, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND, OH, WI. 
 

    Jeff Surdej       (815) 482-5666 home 
    21500 No Wake Avenue   (815) 482-5666 cell 
    Wilmington, IL 60481-1086 j_surdej@yahoo.com 

 

SOUTHERN REGION:  States of AL, FL, GA, KY, NC, SC, TN. 
 
  Gene Davis       (352) 373-3384 home 

2915 NW 23rd Terrace    (352) 538-0604 cell 
Gainesville, FL  32605-2861  skijump@worldnet.att.net    

 
SOUTH CENTRAL REGION:  States of AR, LA, MS, OK, TX. 
 

Bob Mayhew          (281) 382-3465 home 
6314 Lewis Lane         (281) 382-3465 cell 
Rosharon, TX 77583-6356       skident@gmail.com 

WESTERN REGION:  States of AZ, AK, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY. 
 

Barry Young      (208) 631-7316 home 
2691 W Good Ct     (208) 631-7316 cell 
Boise, ID 83702-0200    malski64@hotmail.com 
 


